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Meccano Magazine  1916-1981

Commencing as a four-
page leaflet in 1916 in-
tended to help promote 
the products of  Meccano 
Ltd. (chiefly Meccano 
Outfits, Hornby Trains 
and, from 1934, Dinky 
Toys), the Meccano Mag-
azine (MM) quickly grew 
into a massive monthly 
magazine with extensive 
coverage of  hobby and 
engineering subjects.  
At its peak in the 1920s 
and 1930s, the MM sur-
vived the war in severely cut-down form due to paper short-
ages, gradually grew once more in size and stature during the 
1950s, struggled to find its place in the changing world of  the 
1960s and, after a series of  different publishers and formats, 
finally closed its covers in 1981.        (top) December 1937 issue

The MM featured some excellent plans for a beginner’s mod-
el boat in 1966, designed by the redoubtable Ron Warring.  
‘Project 66’ was for a balsa hull, inspired by the round-Brit-
ain power boat races of  
the time, which could be 
built with any of  seven 
different superstructures 
to make quite different 
looking models.

This was followed in 
1967 by a plan for the 
outboard-powered Dol-
hin 16, a really attractive 
looking little model that I 
would not hesitate to rec-
ommend to builders of  
today.  I have both these 
plans in my archive if  any 
member is interested.

Ensign’s report  1st August 2014        

The water has been very clear at Northcorps again recently, and 
it’s very hard to correlate this with weather conditions.  Clearly the 
lesson is to have a model submarine at hand at all times.

Cranky old motors

Have you ever seen model boat motors like these (below)?

They are pre-war ‘impulse’ motors.  Instead of  a rotor, they 
have an oscillating soft iron piece that is attracted toward an 
electromagnet. Attached to it is a connecting rod that gives a 
kick to the crankshaft; contacts then open to cut the power 
and the flywheel, sometimes helped by a light spring, returns 
everything to the start position for the cycle to start again.
On the inboard motor, the large vertical cylinder is the elec-
tromagnet and the stack of  washers forms a crude flywheel.  
The outboard has twin horizontal electromagnets and the 
flywheel forms the top of  the 
motor. 
These motors are inefficient and 
mainly of  curiosity value due to 
their reciprocating action and 
the engine-like noise some of  
them make. 
Those with a concentric ‘piston’ 
and coil can resemble a steam 
engine, like this nicely made sta-
tionary engine (right).
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(below) March 1966 
issue with ‘Project 66’ 

           (below)  February 1967 issue


