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Ensign’s report 1st January 2011
On to the start of a new
year, and a new year’s
modelling projects. My
own major project for
2011 will be this 1928
Commuter to 1:16 scale.
The vessel was designed
by the New York Launch
and Engine Co. and had
2x150-hp engines.

This book tells in
great detail the story
of HMAS Perth,
from its peacetime
commissioning into
the RAN through
to hazardous escort
work in the Mediterranean during the
battles for Crete and
Greece and its return
to the Pacific, where
it was sunk by the
Japanese in the Battle
of Sundra Strait.
Probably no other Australian ship saw as much action as the
Perth did and this certainly comes across through the pages
of the book. It also provides considerable insight into the
lives of its crew members, whether at battle stations, off duty
or on shore leave. The various war campaigns and the personalities behind them - Churchill, Wavell, Blamey and others
- are also discussed, providing the reader with a better understanding of the broader strategies driving specific actions.
Of Perth’s crew of 681, 353 were lost with its sinking and 324
were taken into Japanese captivity. 218 survived the war.
Perth was a modified Leander class light cruiser of 6,830 tons
with 8 x 6” and 8 x 4” guns, 169m x 17.3m, 32.5 knots.

Battle Class full-size

Battle Class model

The Battle class had
the heaviest AA armament of any RN destroyer as a result of
deficiencies noted in
previous classes.
Of the 26 built, only
one saw brief service in WW2. Two,
Anzac and Tobruk,
were built in Australia
for the RAN as late as
1950/1951 and served
into the 1960s.

Built by Don to the
RCBM plan by Glynn
Guest, 1:144 scale,
and representing the
1942 Battle class destroyer HMS Lagos.
Structure mostly balsa
and 1mm ply. Uses a
small 12 volt motor
and 7.2 volt battery
pack with switched
resistor speed control.
Awaits further details.
(All images, Don’s model)

