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1940s patrol boat design
Old issues of nautical magazines can be
a great source of inspiration for that next
model. I came across the design shown
on the right whilst thumbing through the
July 1943 issue of The Rudder. A proposal by the famous American firm of
Eldredge-McInnis, it is for a round-bilge
coastal patrol vessel of fine yacht-like appearance.
No hull lines are given, but a typical set
could be worked up with reference to
similar vessels. It carries both a work
boat and speedboat on deck, light armament, a searchlight and a water cannon.
The classic faceted wheelhouse is fronted
by a walk-around open bridge. A length
of around 115 feet suggests 1:35 scale.

This ugly fellow I’m told he’s a cod
- was recently fished
out of Northcorps
Lake along with a
couple of large carp.
He could no doubt
provide an explanation for the mysterious and sudden
course excursions my
Delphin submarine
has experienced of
late - a sideways slap
from that tail would
explain it all! In
fact, he’s almost large
enough to swallow
my model, so perhaps
I’ve been lucky.

This wartime poster
was designed to encourage people to
salvage what might
be considered waste
material as it could
be put to good use
in the war effort.
Whilst we may no
longer be at war, in a
sense things haven’t
changed: our very
survival may once
again depend on us
being able to recycle
more of the things
we consume.

1940s Recruitment
Another poster from the
1940s (left) seeks to recruit crews for the PT
(Patrol Torpedo) boats of
the US Navy, evoking the
glamour associated with
these high-speed craft.
The message seems to be:
Sign up for PT duty and win
the girl! But did she realise
that her potential hubby
would be facing the might
of the Imperial Japanese
Navy in a plywood speedboat full of high-octane
petrol?

