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Historic vessels of Port Phillip Bay 

Imagine opening your daily newspaper and finding a source 
of  model ship plans.  You could in the early 1950s, when Mel-
bourne’s ‘Argus’ newspaper (long since defunct) published a 
series of  plans including the vessels shown here.  The pilot 
ship Wyuna (below) was then owned by the Port Phillip Sea 
Pilots’ Association and stationed at the heads.

The paddle-steamer Weeroona (below) was built in 1910 and 
became a popular tourist attraction on Port Phillip Bay.  How 
about one of  us tackling this as a model?

At the time, the steam tug Victor (below) had recently been 
acquired by the Melbourne Harbor Trust Commissioners for 
general towage use on Port Phillip, Hobsons and Corio bays.

Ensign’s report  1st May 2012        

My steam pinnace (see March issue) went like a rocket - which is 
to say, it consumed a lot of  fuel, cost a lot of  money and only ran 
for a short time.  I have elected to complete it in due course with 
electric power.  No future for me as a steam engineer!  
Wisequacks

I convened this gaggle of  hatchback ducks after spotting one 
at Northcorps, shortly after Peter’s arrival.  It lends support 
to the claim that I never could get all my ducks in a row.

Model portraits -3 

In neat juxtaposition here with the plans it was built from is 
Bruce’s model of  the tug Victor, its all-steel hull ploughing 
though the water under the power of  its home-built three-
cylinder steam engine.  (Let’s make a note to ask Bruce what 
happened to that second mast!)
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