Halvorsen 38ft Seaplane Tender
This is the joint project by Alan and myself that is appearing
in the 2012 Model Boats Winter Special. It is the Australian
equivalent to the British 200 series Seaplane Tender.
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Ensign’s report 1st November 2012

The work
split was that
I would be
responsible
for the CAD
drawing,
Alan would
fund, build
and keep the
model and
we
would
share the research and writing of the MB article. I think it’s fair to say
it worked out quite well. Alan did a great job of building
the model, lightly and accurately due to his aeromodelling
background, and picked up some useful CAD skills in the
process.
The model is to 1:12 scale, of conventional GRP-skinned
ply/balsa construction and powered by two small brushless
motors. This is the same running gear I used in my ST206
and the two models have virtually identical performance. It’s
a stirring sight to see them running together on the water.
Halvorsen Sons Pty Ltd built 178 of
these craft at Ryde, NSW during the war years and
they proved
ame-

Members Gordon (left) and Bob with a display of paddle boats in front
of the paddling pool at the Echuca Heritage Family Festival 6-7 Oct.

Historical design analysis - the Hunley submarine

nable
to general patrol,
fast supply and airsea rescue (ASR) work
as well as seaplane tender duties.
Alan chose to model the ASR version.

Many of Halvorsen’s designs may be seen at the National
Maritime Museum’s website at http://www.anmm.gov.
au/webdata/resources/swfs/kiosks/www_halvo/ and we
strongly recommend you have a thorough look through these
classic boat designs, many of which would make fine subjects
for a model. Penelope is my favourite!
The 1863 Confederate submarine Hunley utilised an airbreathing ‘straight-eight’ power plant mounted longitudinally
in the hull. Its five-bearing crankshaft fed the power impulses
directly to the stern-mounted propeller, with reaction being
taken by blocks mounted to the side and bottom of the hull.
Cooling was by means of an evaporative total-loss system,
but this was rendered less effective by the humid atmosphere
of the hull and the fact that both intake and exhaust systems
vented into it. Not shown is the governor, normally located
at the bow and responsible for controlling the speed of the
engine through a system of threats and insults.

