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Streamlinia 
The new science of  aerodynamics influenced the design 
of  many everyday objects in the 1930s, so it should not be 
surprising that when P F Claydon designed a sleek cabin 
cruiser model in 1934, he called it Streamlinia.  It appeared as 
a construction project over several issues of  Practical Mechanics 
in 1935 (see Aug. newsletter) and subsequently in F J Camm’s 
book Model Boat Building and the 1937 Hobbies annual.

Streamlinia’s hull was carved from a single piece of  wood 
39 x 8.5 x 4.5 inches and powered by a single cylinder Stuart 
Meteor marine steam engine with a methylated spirit burner.  
Through their association with the magazine’s publishers 
Newnes, Bassett-Lowke (B-L) picked up the design and made 
it available as parts, a kit or a ready-to-run model.

Streamlinia still appears in my early 1960s B-L catalogue, at 
a cost I estimate to be the equivalent of  about $4,000 today.  
Only 400-500 models were built over the three decades.  By 
this time an electric version was also being offered, with a 
slightly different cabin design.
Builders of  the Streamlinia nowadays usually adopt a built-
up plank-on-frame construction, such as with the example 
below by Roy, a UK correspondent.  The word is that the hull 

form is less than ideal and even with the lighter construction, 
the steam plant needs to be able to turn the 2-inch propeller 
at 2,000 rpm or more to achieve reasonable performance.  

Ensign’s report  1st October 2012        

The Seaworks Foundation in Williamstown has received a 
$20,000 grant  from the Ian Potter Foundation to produce a 
conservation management plan for the site.  Let’s hope this is the 
precursor to a more stable future for them, though it seems to me 
there are still too many competing maritime projects in the wings.

Model Portraits -6

This is my own 1:8 1920s Racing Runabout, inspired by the 
classic Hacker designs of  that era.  It has since been convert-
ed to left-hand drive to help counter the propeller torque.

1937 Hobbies Annual

This recent addition to 
my collection of  vintage 
modelling publications 
is the Hobbies New An-
nual for 1937, edited by 
F J Camm of  Practical 
Mechanics.  The model 
on the cover is an art-
ist’s interpretation of  the 
Streamlinia plan, which 
featured inside and is de-
tailed further in our next 
column.
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(above) B-L advertisement      (below) an original Streamlinia

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bmbg/

