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Les exercising his submarine in the model boat pool
There was a genuine level of  interest in the models, with many 
visitors unaware that there would even be a model display.  I  
spoke to a distant relation of  T. E. Lawrence regarding his 
role in the development of  the 200 Series Seaplane Tender 
and met an ex-captain of  the famous London tug, the Cervia.  
The best place to stand (when he wasn’t there) was behind 
Steve’s work-in-progress model of  his trawler and home-built 
steam engine; if  any visitors came away with the impression I 
had built these, I do apologise for the confusion...  

The Bay Steamers stand featured a model of  the ST Wattle  
The tall ships themselves were a magnificent sight, presenting 
a marvellous opportunity to observe genuine period detail, 
and here I would like to offer a couple of  pointers: 

Figurehead detail on the Europa, another of  the Dutch ships
Take a notebook with you and jot down salient features;      
imagine this is your next model

Use proportion to estimate vital dimensions if  you are 
unable to measure them directly
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2.
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This issue presents a round-up of  photos from the Melbourne Tall 
Ships Festival, taken over the September 6th - 7th weekend.  

The Dutch ship Oosterschelde (Oyster Shell) at the pier
I think we were all a little nervous about participating in this 
event.  What would the organisation and facilities be like?  
Where would we park, would our models be safe?  Would 
anyone turn up?  We needn’t have worried, for thanks to all 
the behind-the-scenes efforts, everything went smoothly.

The BMBG stand just a few minutes after the gates were opened 
Our models were ranged along the front of  the ‘big shed’, far 
from the entrance, yet most visitors found their way to us.
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